
technical brief

VeriSign® and Content 
Delivery Networks  
  
 
  
VeriSign® SSL Certificates add unique value to your Web presence when you use 
Content Delivery / Accelerator Networks (commonly known as CDNs) such as 
Akamai®, Limelight Networks®, L3 Communications™. 

The following scenarios describe how our customers typically utilize CDNs.   
The scenarios also describe where VeriSign SSL Certificates are deployed. 

Scenario 1: Object Delivery (Classic CDN) 
CDN delivers static objects (e.g. images) to the end user:

	 1. Customer infrastructure hosts the Web site and CDN hosts images

	 2. VeriSign SSL Certificates are installed on customer’s servers 

	 3. End user types www.customer.com into a browser

	 4. Browser retrieves HTML & SSL Certificates from customer’s infrastructure

	 5. HTML instructs browser to get objects from CDN

	 6. Browser retrieves images from CDN’s EdgeServer

	 7. Customer manages all VeriSign Certificates from a single management interface

 

key benefits
�� Increase in online revenue/
transactions—just take a glance �
at VeriSign customer case studies �
for proof points. 

�� Reduction in costs, time and errors 
by automating management of all 
types of Certificates (SSL, Code 
Signing etc.) deployed in your as 
well as your CDN's infrastructure.

�� Gain & retain end user confidence 
with the Internet’s most recognized 
trust brand.

�� Unparalleled infrastructure to 
support current and future online 
security needs such as Online 
Certificate Services Protocol (OCSP).

�� VeriSign provides the necessary 
licensing and support to facilitate 
efficiency in CDN's internal 
deployment processes.
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Scenario 2: Web Site Delivery 
CDN delivers the entire Web site to the end user:

	 1. CDN infrastructure hosts customer’s Web site and images

	 2. VeriSign SSL Certificates issued to customer are installed on CDN’s servers 

	 3. End user types www.customer.com into a browser

	 4. Browser retrieves entire site & SSL Certificates from CDN’s infrastructure

	 5. HTML instructs browser to get objects from CDN’s infrastructure

	 6. Browser retrieves images from CDN’s EdgeServer

	 7. Customer manages VeriSign Certificates from a single management interface

summary
VeriSign Certificates are perfectly compatible with any CDN infrastructure. Like 
several of our customers, you can benefit from a true best-of-breed solution set with 
VeriSign—the Internet’s most recognized trust brand.

learn more
Visit www.verisign.com/products for more information. To contact a VeriSign Sales 
Representative, call 650-426-5115, or send an email to verisales@verisign.com.

 
Visit us at www.VeriSign.com for more information.          
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